There have been recent inquiries into the charitable status of
Pickleball University. In 2023,PBU changed its status from a
501(c)7 nonprofit social club to a 501(c)3 charitable
organization. The reasons are below, and have been reviewed by
the current board and legal counsel.

PBU qualifies as a Section 501(c)3 organization because of its
charitable functions, and because of all of the revenue that is
dedicated to the maintenance and improvements of County of
Vero Beach (COVB) public property. Also, PBU relieves
COVB’s responsibility of its oversight of the public facility.

PBU further qualifies as a public charity under Section 509(a)2,
rather than a Private Foundation, due to its overarching public
financial support through membership and drop-in fees.



